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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 


No  applications  for  membership  were  received  since  the  last  report. 
Any  members  needing  material  for  recruiting  are  urqed  to  write  to  the 
Membership  Chairman. 


***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT 

The  following  donation  has  been  received  since  the  last  report: 
Name  Donati on  Preference  of  Use 

KRANEVELD,  C.  P.  "Kees"  13  Coins  (NVS)  NI  Reference  Collection 
NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  donor 

***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library: 

Dr.  Norman  D.  Nicol 

KA50 . La vH ; X891 : CMMEA 
LAVOIX,  HENRI 

Catalogue  des  monnaies  Musulmanes  de  la  Bibliotheque 
Rationale , Vol.  2,  Espagne  et  Afrique. 

Copy  of  1891  work,  571  pages,  w/plates. 

Library  Purchase 

RA30. VesZ: 1988:CCDE 
VESELY,  ZDENEK 

Catalogue  of  coin  designers  and  engravers. 

Pub.  1988,  303pp,  w/plates. 

II.  The  Librarian  would  like  to  comment  on  the  above  work  by  Zdenek 
Vesely.  While  he  has  not  referred  to  the  extensive  eight  volume  work 
by  Leonard  Forrer  in  his  bibliography,  and  seems  to  have  struck  out  on 
his  own,  Mr.  Vesely' s efforts  are  still  laudable  enough  that  he  has 
produced  what  could  be  described  as  a "poor  man's  Forrer."  I think 
that  it  is  a fairly  good  beginner's  reference  for  someone  who  is  cur- 
ious about  other  works  of  a specific  designer  or  engraver.  The  NI  Li- 
brary has  a set  of  Leonard  Forrer1 s Biographical  Dictionary  of  Medal- 
lists for  those  who  wish  to  do  more  extensive  research. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 
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HISTORICAL  QUIZ  FOR  COLLECTORS  OF  MODERN  EUROPEAN  COINS 


This  quiz  was  published  in  the  June  issue  and  the  answers  were  in  the 
July  issue.  We  were  to  accept  answers  postmarked  before  July  1,  1989 
and  the  first  five  correct  answers  to  all  question  were  to  receive  a 
free  copy  of  Talers  & Ecus  of  Alsace-Lorraine , by  John  S.  Davenport. 

Unfortunately,  as  of  July  8th  your  editor  has  not  received  a single 
piece  of  mail  regarding  this  quiz.  We  could  still  receive  some  from 
members  outside  the  United  States,  but  this  is  doubtful. 

In  the  July  issue  member  Gustav  Lompa  of  Koln,  West  Germany  took  the 
membership  to  task  regarding  non-use  of  the  Member  Notice  Page.  Your 
editor  now  takes  the  membership  to  task  for  the  indifference  in  regard 
to  this  quiz.  As  Herr  Lompa  stated,  "it  is  rather  poor  for  NI  - a 
worldwide  organization!". 


Marvin  L.  Fraley,  Editor 

•k'k'k'k'k 

CHARLES  K.  PANISH  RESIGNS  AS  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  NI  ATTRIBUTION  COMMITTEE 


NI  was  informed  on  June  10th  that  Charles  K.  Panish,  who  has  headed 
up  the  NI  Attribution  Committee  since  early  1981,  was  resigning  due 
to  health  and  failing  eyesight.  It  was  with  much  regret  that  the 
NI  Board  of  Governors  accepted  the  resignation.  Mr.  Panish  further 
told  NI  that  he  had  polled  other  members  of  the  committee  and  none  of 
them  wanted  to  accept  the  chairmanship.  A search  is  now  being  done 
to  find  a successor.  Recommendations  or  volunteers  are  invited  from 
the  entire  NI  membership. 

**************************************************************  * * **  * + * * 
PRUSSIAN  SATIRICAL  COTN 


Throughout  the  years  many  coins  have  been  altered  in  a way  to  make 
them  satirical.  The  one  shown  here  is  a Prussian  5 Mark  piece  from 
1907  that  has  had  a tophat  added  to  the  head  of  William  II.  The  top- 
hat  that  was  added  in  relief  was  to  mark  William's  closeness  to 
England . 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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A GOLD  FLORIN  AND  A GOLD  HALFCROWN? 


R.  R.  Kutoher,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #1289 


In  the  fall  of  1966,  the  Royal  Mint  of  Great  Britain  received  for  ex- 
amination and  authentication  a 1922  Florin  and  a 1927  Halfcrown,  both 
apparently  made  of  gold.  The  quick  search  of  the  mint  records  failed 
to  show  any  references  to  these  types  of  odd  gold  stri kings  for  the 
dates  shown  on  the  specimens  themselves. 


The  Assay  Department  determined  the  Florin  to  be  composed  of  14  carat 
gold  and  also  to  be  gold-plated  with  a better  fineness  of  gold.  The 
Halfcrown  proved  to  be  approximately  22  carat,  and  with  silver  as  well 
as  with  copper  in  the  alloy.  The  authenticity  of  these  coins  now 
seemed  very  doubtful,  as  these  were  not  the  standard  Royal  Mint  coin- 
age alloys.  However,  the  examination  by  the  Operative  Department 
found  the  Florin  to  be  a well -struck  coin  with  the  milling  count  even 
correct.  The  Half crown  was  felt  to  lack  some  of  the  quality  that  the 
Florin  had  shown,  but  it  did  show  good  definition  of  detail.  Also  the 
milling  count  of  the  Halfcrown  appeared  to  be  incorrect.  Thus,  the 
Mint's  official  reply  on  its  findings  suggested  that  the  probabilities 
of  the  case  of  the  Florin  pointed  to  an  apparent  Mint  origin,  and  in 
the  case  of  the  Halfcrown  it  pointed  the  other  way.  With  these  am- 
biguous results  the  two  coins  were  sold  by  the  owner  in  the  Glen- 
dining's sale  of  July  19,  1967,  with  the  Mint's  results  given  in  the 
catalogue. 

In  the  early  summer  of  1984  two  more  1922  gold  Florins  and  two  1927 
Half crowns  were  submitted  to  the  Royal  Mint  by  a major  London  coin 
dealer  for  examination.  Then  shortly  after  that  another  two  Florins 
and  a single  Halfcrown  was  submitted  by  yet  another  dealer.  With 
this  greater  number  of  coins  to  work  with,  the  Mint  could  proceed 
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with  a greater  confidence  than  it  did  in  the  1966  case.  Also,  the 
improvements  at  the  Mint's  facilities  permitted  a much  more  accurate 
analysis  of  the  composition  of  the  coins. 

The  definition  of  detail  and  high  quality  of  striking  of  these  new 
specimens  seemed  not  to  have  justified  the  ambiguous  reply  of  the  1966 
report.  Three  of  the  new  Florin  specimens  were  almost  of  proof  quality 
and  one  like  a proof,  showed  signs  of  receiving  more  than  one  blow  from 
the  dies.  The  Halfcrowns  were  not  as  well  struck,  as  was  the  case  in 
the  1966  coin,  but  all  came  from  the  same  pair  of  dies.  The  lack  of 
definition  at  the  edge,  and  thus  the  milling  too,  seemed  to  be  more 
from  a loose  fit  of  the  blanks  in  the  collar  than  of  a counterfeit 
manufacture.  It  was  also  found  that  the  milling  count,  while  the 
same  as  the  1966  coin,  matched  the  count  on  pattern  Half crowns  that 
were  struck  in  1926  and  1927  and  these  patterns  were  now  in  the  Royal 
Mint's  collection. 

Another  point  in  favor  of  the  new  Halfcrowns  was  that  they  were  of 
.900  fine  gold.  The  other  100  parts  were  of  silver  and  copper  that 
corresponded  to  known  Mint  alloys.  The  Florins,  on  the  other  hand, 
had  their  gold  content  range  from  .750  to  fine  gold.  These  findings 
pointed  to  nothing  less  than  the  fact  that  these  coins  formed  a part 
of  a series  of  a trial  or  an  experimental  process  at  the  Mint  itself. 
The  presence  of  a stamped  letter  "A"  on  the  reverse  of  one  of  the 
Florins  also  supported  the  view  of  an  experimental  operation  of  the 
Mint,  even  though  the  coin  with  the  "A"  appeared  to  be  from  a differ- 
ent set  of  dies  that  were  not  as  well  finished  as  the  rest. 

A closer  search  of  the  Mint  records  showed  that  on  March  29,  1923  the 
Assay  Department's  gold  stock  report  showed  some  "Experimental  Speci- 
mens", with  the  regular  stock  of  gold.  Also  an  account  of  March  24, 
1939  included  the  weights  and  fineness  of  the  individual  pieces  of 
some  "Experimental  Specimens",  although  not  naming  the  denominations 
or  coins.  The  successful  correlation  of  the  Halfcrowns  with  the  Assay 
Department  records  does  remove  the  doubt  of  their  authenticity,  it 
does  not,  however,  explain  why  they  were  made. 

A small  clue  to  the  reason  for  the  Halfcrowns  was  provided  by  the 
Mint's  Annual  Report  for  1927.  There,  the  Chief  Assayer  mentions 
the  necessity  for  making  comparisons  of  the  various  colors  of  various 
gold  and  silver  alloys.  A further  search  of  records  showed  that  dis- 
cussions in  1927  about  the  striking  of  gold  coins  for  Rumania  in  the 
denominations  of  25  and  50  Lei  were  held.  And,  that  some  silver 
should  be  included  in  the  alloy  to  reproduce  the  gold  color  of  the 
earlier  coins  of  these  denominations  that  were  struck  by  the  Belgian 
Mint.  In  a report  by  the  Chief  Assayer  of  May  16,  1928,  he  described 
the  experiments  that  had  been  carried  out  the  previous  autumn.  While 
this  report  and  file  does  not  mention  the  striking  of  Half crowns  in 
gold,  it  seems  beyond  a doubt  that  they  were  part  of  the  1927-1928 
experiments  for  the  Rumanian  coins. 

The  matter  of  the  Florins  was  then  looked  into  in  records  of  the  early 
1920 ' s , as  it  was  felt  that  a similar  experiment  was  the  reason  for 
these  gold  coins  too.  The  search  found  that  negoti ations  in  September 
of  1922  were  made  for  coins  for  the  Egyptian  government.  The  expressed 
requirements  of  the  Egyptian  authorities  were  that  the  coins  should  be 
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of  .875  gold,  but  should  approach  the  color  of  pure  gold.  And,  they 
should  show  the  greenish  tinge  of  the  early  Egyptian  gold  coins 
rather  than  the  reddish  tinge  of  the  gold  struck  since  1886.  This 
necessitated  a proportion  of  silver  in  the  alloy  to  turn  the  gold 
green.  The  records  indicated  that  the  Egypti an  Ministry  of  Finance 
approved  the  use  of  an  alloy  of  gold  with  a 75  silver/50  copper  to 
be  used  in  their  new  coins.  However,  the  surviving  papers  do  not 
mention  the  striking  of  Florins  in  gold  in  these  experiments,  but 
one  of  the  Florins  in  the  examination  was  of  the  .875  fineness  with 
an  alloy  of  75  silver  and  50  copper.  This  particular  Florin  was  the 
coin  that  was  stamped  "A",  which  comes  from  a different  set  of  dies, 
and  could  stand  on  its  own  for  the  Egyptian  experiments.  But  the 
alloys  of  the  other  Florins  from  a different  set  of  dies  are  in  doubt 
as  to  this  Egyptian  experiment.  But  it  does  seem  likely  that  the 
other  Florins  could  be  part  of  it. 

The  other  Florins  look  more  like  a series  of  experimental  alloys  that 
were  used  for  some  medals  that  are  documented  as  evidence  from  exper- 
iments a year  later.  With  these  findings,  the  Florins  dated  1922  and 
the  Half crowns  that  are  dated  1927  that  have  been  examined  by  the  Royal 
Mint  have  been  found  to  be  official  experimental  strikings  by  the  Mint. 
Mr.  G.  P.  Dyer  of  the  Royal  Mint  said  in  summing  up  his  report  on 
these  coins:  "Even  if  the  precise  reason  for  the  striking  of  the  gold 

Florins  remains  a little  elusive,  it  is  hoped  that  enough  is  now  known 
for  the  gold  Halfcrowns  and  Florins  to  be  seen  in  their  proper  context." 

For  futher  information  see  Spink  Numismatic  Circular  of  September, 

1984,  volume  XCII  Number  7,  page  218. 

******************************************************** ************** 
20th  CENTURY  BRACTEATES 

Colombia  suffered  a terrible  civil  war  at  the  turn  of  the  century, 
known  in  Colombia  as  the  "1000  Days  War".  As  a result  of  the  war 
inflation  was  rampant  an  in  some  areas  such  as  Santander  good  money 
disappeared  from  circulation.  At  the  end  of  the  war  an  emergency 
issue  of  bracteates  was  ordered  by  General  Ramon  Gonzalez  Valencia  for 
the  Department  (state)  of  Santander.  The  coins  were  struck  by  dies 
engraved  by  Messra.  Panagos  of  Bucaramanga  and  using  the  metal  from 
expended  brass  cartridges  from  the  battle  of  Palonegro. 


Three  denominations  were  struck:  a 10  c.  (undated),  a 20  c.  and  a 50 

c.,  both  dated  1902.  The  coins  ( Y-Sl ,2,3,)  are  genuine  bracteates 
with  the  reverse  being  an  incuse  impression  of  the  obverse.  Historic- 
al data  is  taken  from  A.  M.  Barriga  Vi  11  alba,  Historia  De  la  Casa  de 
Moneda,  Botota,  1969,  Vol . Ill,  pp . 187-188. 


(Submitted  by  Herman  Blanton) 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


R.  R.  Kutchev , Lincoln,  Nebraska , NI  # 1289 

No.  50  - EUDOCIA  MACREMBOLITISSA  (1059-1071) 

a)  With  Constantine  X - August  1059  - May  1067 

b)  With  Michael  VII  and  Constantius  - May  to  December  1067 

c)  With  Romanus  IV,  Michael  VII,  Andronicus  Constantius  - 
January  1068  - September  1071 

d)  With  Michael  VII,  Andronicus  and  Constantius  - 
September  - October  1071 

When  Constantine  X died,  his  wife  Eudocia  assumed  the  reigns  of  govern- 
ment for  herself  and  her  two  young  sons,  Michael  VII  and  Constantius. 
Their  second  son  Andronicus,  for  some  reason  was  not  admitted  to  the 
co-regency  until  some  time  later.  The  complications  of  leadership  in 
the  years  1067  to  1071  arose  in  part  out  of  Constantine  X's  provisions 
for  the  successeion  and  in  part  out  of  the  ambitions  of  his  widow 
Eudocia.  The  empress  assumed  the  regency  immediately  and  continued 
for  seven  months,  when  the  worsening  military  situation  demanded  a 

competent  emperor  on  the  throne.  In  December  of  1067,  despite  her 

solemn  promise  to  her  late  husband  not  to  remarry,  she  resolved  to 
marry  Romanus  Diogenes,  a distinguished  handsome  soldier  much  younger 
than  herself.  To  circumvent  the  oath  to  her  husband,  Eudocia  success- 
fully carried  through  the  following  scheme.  A confidant,  a wily 
courtier,  was  to  approach  the  Patriarch,  who  had  the  signed  oath,  on 
the  empress'  behalf  and  in  the  event  of  his  disapproval  of  her  second 
marriage,  was  to  casually  hint  that  the  man  whom  the  empress  had  it  in 
her  mind  to  marry  and  to  thus  raise  to  the  throne  was  none  other  than 
the  Patriarch's  own  brother  Bardas.  Needless  to  say,  the  Patriarch 
took  the  bait  and  announced  to  the  Senate  that  the  oath  which  Eudocia 
had  taken  was  invalid,  having  been  extracted  from  her  by  a jealous  and 
dying  husband.  The  empress  lost  no  time  in  her  disillusioning  the 
Patriarch,  for  the  very  night  that  she  received  back  her  signed  oath, 
she  married  her  second  husband.  But  not  Bradas  the  Patriarch's  brother, 
it  was  her  romantic  young  nobleman  Romanus  Diogenes.  Of  course  the 
distraught  Patriarch  could  to  or  say  nothing  for  fear  of  implicating 
himself  in  a plan  to  make  his  own  brother  the  emperor. 


The  Coinage 


Gold:  Histamenon. 


Obverse:  4IHSXISRCX  RCSN  ANTIhm  . The  usual  seated  Christ. 

Reverse:  4MIX  €H  AK  KWNS  . Three  figures  standing  facing. 

Eudocia  in  the  center  on  a dais,  to  the  left  is 
Michael  and  Constantius  to  the  right.  A double 
border  of  dots. 
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Tetarteron . 


Obverse:  +0KCROH0.  A bust  of  the  Virgin  facing  and  holding 

a medallion  of  the  Infant  Christ.  In  the  field  is 
fiff  and  a single  border  of  dots. 

Reverse:  -KVAOKIA  SMIXA  HARC  . Half  figures  of  Eudocia  on 

the  left  and  Michael  on  the  right.  A single  border 
of  dots. 

PHILOSOPHY  OF  MARCUS  AURELIUS 


Most  emperors  of  Rome  were  not  noted  for  their  philosophical  inclin- 
ations, even  those  who  advocated  their  skill  and  talents  along  these 
lines.  It  seems,  however,  that  Marcus  Aurelius  Antoninus  was  a re- 
markable exception  to  this.  When  asked  for  his  thoughts  on  life,  he 
made  the  following  observation: 

"Human  life!  Its  duration  is  momentary,  its  substance  in  per- 
petual flux,  its  senses  dim,  its  physical  organism  perishable, 
its  consciousness  a vortex,  its  destiny  dark,  i ts  repute  uncertai n 
--  in  fact,  the  material  element  is  a rolling  stream,  the  spir- 
itual element  dreams  and  vapor,  life  a war  and  a sojourning  in 
a far  country,  fame  oblivion.  What  can  see  us  through?  One 
thing  and  one  only  - philosophy,  and  that  means  keeping  the 
spirit  within  us  unspoiled  and  undishonored,  not  giving  way 
to  pleasure  or  pain,  never  acting  unthinkingly  or  deceitfully 
or  insincerely,  and  never  being  dependent  on  the  moral  support 
of  others.  It  also  means  taking  what  comes  contentedly  as  all 
part  of  the  process  to  which  we  owe  our  own  being,  and,  above 
all,  it  means  facing  death  calmly  --  taking  it  simply  as  a 
dissolution  of  the  substances  of  which  every  living  organism 
is  composed.  Their  perpetual  transformation  does  not  hurt  the 
substances,  so  why  should  one  mind  the  whole  organism  being  trans- 
formed and  dissolved?  It  is  a law  of  nature,  and  natural  law  can 
never  be  wrong." 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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PATTERN  COINS  OF  NAPOLEON  III 


1853  Bronze  Pattern 


1853 


Pattern 


1854  5 Francs 


There  is  a bronze  pattern  coin  (1853)  designed  by  Bescher  for  Napoleon 
III,  who  had  a long  goatee,  and  that  design  was  disapproved.  The  de- 
sign shows  Napoleon's  head  diademed  to  the  left.  Bouvet  also  designed 
a pattern  coin  in  1853  for  Napoleon  III.  The  Bouvet  pattern  is  triple 
thick  silver  and  has  the  crowned  arms  on  the  reverse.  In  1854  the 
Bouvet  designed  5 Francs  pattern  was  struck  that  is  very  similar  to 
his  1853  pattern  coin.  All  are  shown  here. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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PUNISHMENTS  TO  FIT  THE  CRIME 

(Or,  Counterfeiting  Could  Get  You  in  Hot  Water!) 

David  G.  Briggs , Meredith y N.H.,  NI  U1444 


"In  the  laws  of  Solont  six  centuries  B.C.,  the 
punishment  of  death  is  awarded  to  those  who  shall 
be  found  guilty  of  counterfeiting  the  public  coin , 
a fact  which  justifies  the  remark  of  Neumann  (Ro- 
manorum  Numi  Anecdoti , p.  197),  that  the  art  of 
forging  was  almost  coeval  with  the  coining  of  money.  " 

— John  Yonge  Akerman 
A Numismatic  Manual 

London,  1840,  page  4. 

One  quiet  spring  day  some  years  ago,  while  on  a perusal  stroll  among 
the  book  sellers'  stalls  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Seine,  I came  upon 
a quaint  old  volume  which  had  obviously  passed  through  many  hands. 

The  urge  to  acquire  it  was  irresistible  for  several  reasons: 

--  The  title  page:  "Les  Pehalites  Anciennes.  Supplices, 

Prisons  et  Grace  en  France  d'apr&s  des  textes  ingdits. 

Par  Charles  Desmaze,  Conseiller  a la  Cour  Impgriale  de 
Paris,  Officier  cje  la  Legion  d/Honneur.  Paris.  Henri 
Plon,  Imprimeur-Edi teur , 8 rue  GaranciSre.  MDCCCLXVI." 

(The  frontispiece  facing  the  title  page  was  a line 
drawing  of  a very  genteel  administration  of  the  water 
torture.)  (Frontispiece  illustrated  following  page.) 

--  On  the  blank  page  inside  the  front  cover  some  previous 
reader  had  pencilled  a note  in  French:  "A  curious  work, 

but  lacking  in  method.  All  herein  is  pell-mell,  and 
many  things,  such  as  the  decree  of  Louis  XIII,  have 
nothing  to  do  with  penalties." 

--  The  old  binding  was  semi -leather , with  ribbed  spine, 
watered  front  and  back  liners,  and  a tag  pasted  inside 
the  front  cover  reading  in  English:  "Bound  by  F.  C. 

Schottin,  Book  Binder,  62  E.  Huron  St.,  Buffalo,  N.Y." 

--  The  price  for  all  this  and  460  pages  of  text  in  a quaint 
19th  century  type-face  was  3 francs. 

My  decision  was  without  hesitation  when  a quick  perusal  showed  that 
one  of  the  crimes  frequently  dealt  with  was  the  ancient  art  of  counter- 
feiting of  the  coin  of  the  French  realm  from  1220  to  the  era  of  pub- 
lication. 

A lawyer  would  probably  find  disorganization  in  the  way  ancient  docu- 
ments were  arranged  in  the  text,  but  the  book  did  follow  the  outline 
in  the  title:  1 - Penalties,  including  torture,  by  a rather  arbitrary 
dating  system;  2 - Prisons  (in  passing),  and  3 - Pardons,  with  rather 
few  listed  for  counterfeiting. 

It  is  clear  that  in  medieval  France,  counterfeiting  was  held  to  be  so 
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serious  that,  in  order  to  fit  the  crime,  the  punishment  was  death  by 
boiling  alive.  The  crime  was  regarded  as  "an  attack  on  the  royal 
authority,"  says  the  author,  "and  as  such,  accorded  capital  punish- 
ment." He  cites  receipts  from  official  archives  fro  the  period  1220- 
1385  A.D.: 


"Twenty-seven  livres  and  four  sols  to  MaTtre  Henri  for  having 
had  counterfeiters  boiled." 


"One  hundred  sols  for  the  purchase  of  a cauldron  for  boiling 
counterfei ters  in  Montdidier." 

"In  Paris,  38  sols  for  the  repair  of  the  copper  cauldron,  and 
for  attaching  iron  bars  to  it.  (Account  of  1311)." 

"At  Xaintes,  H61ye  de  la  Garde,  counterfeiter,  was  boild." 


A 1380  manuscript  in  the  Imperial  Library  reported  that  "Since 
the  said  Mesnager  was  arrested  by  our  bailiff  of  Constentin, 
and  by  him  for  the  said  cause  (counterfeiting),  his  confession 
obtained,  condemned  to  death  and  to  be  boiled.  And  the  said 
Mesnager  was  put  into  the  cauldron." 
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Another:  "On  19  July  1381,  Collin  des  Mares  and  Michel  Soucant, 

heads  of  the  brotherhood  of  Notre-Dame  des  Champs,  attested 
that  they  received  from  the  Vi comte  d/Avranches  12  livres  tour- 
nois  for  the  purchase  of  a cauldron  sold  to  Tassart  de  Monstereul, 
bailiff  of  Constentin,  for  the  execution  of  a counterfeiter." 

According  to  the  laws  of  Brittany  (Art.  634):  "Counterfei ters 

are  to  be  boiled,  then  hanged." 

In  the  14th  century  (1384),  the  royal  ordinances  (Book  IV)  set 
the  severity  for  punishing  counterfeiting:  "Amputation  of  a 

hand,  or  for  more  serious  violations,  the  guilty  are  to  be 
punished  by  death  or  by  having  their  eyes  put  out." 

By  the  16th  century,  refinement  of  the  laws  (under  Franfois  I,  Henri 
II,  and  Charles  IX)  added  these  punishments  for  related  crimes: 

"Clipping  and  altering  of  coins  --  Punishment  of  death." 

"Fraudulent  bankruptcy  --  Fine,  corporal  punishment,  pillory 
(with  iron  collar),  or  death." 

But,  our  author  notes,  "Sometimes,  to  soften  the  tortures  of  the  wheel 
and  of  fire,  the  proviso  of  the  court  (' retention  curiae')  specified: 
After  the  condemned  has  received  all  the  lashes,  he  will  be  secretly 
strangled  at  dusk." 

In  1512,  counterfeiting  was  classed  by  law  on  a par  with  "heresy, 
treason,  and  homicide,  committed  by  falsification  and  ambush." 

Apparently  it  was  possible,  however,  to  get  away  with  quality  counter- 
feiting for  a considerable  period  without  being  caught.  The  Diary  of 
a Townsman  of  Paris  under  Franqois  I is  quoted:  "On  November  9,  1527, 

Yon  de  Lescat,  merchant  of  Paris,  was  boiled  in  the  pork  market  near 
Paris  for  having,  over  a period  of  more  than  15  years,  made  fake  gold 
and  silver  coins,  enabling  him  to  make  huge  acquisitions." 

Our  author  also  notes  that  "example  didn't  always  intimindate,  at 
least  not  immediately,  as  evidenced  by  a report  of  19  January  1705, 
signed  Leconte,  addressed  to  Minister  Pontchartrai n: 

"Monseigneur, 

"At  the  time , this  morning , when  I was  interrogating 
four  counterfeiters  who  were  put  to  death  this  evening, 
Corrmissaire  Regnard  arrested,  at  the  house  of  a seams- 
tress, rue  Calande,  a man  named  Auguste  de  Calan,  self- 
styled  gentleman,  who  carried  two  false  gold  half-louis 
coins,  one  of  which  was  in  his  slipper  where  he  hid  it. 
Tomorrow  I shall  continue  the  judicial  examination. 

Leconte " 

As  for  prisons,  not  much  is  recorded  for  imprisoned  counterfeiters 
in  earlier  times  when  the  death  penalty  was  customary.  But  after  the 
Devil's  Island  penal  colony  was  opened  in  French  Guiana  in  1854,  one 
of  the  remaining  prisons  for  serious  crimes  in  France,  at  Toulon, 
listed  the  crimes  of  the  inmates: 
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Condemned  for  multiple  crimes  425 
Thieves  1,375 
Murderers  884 
Arsonists  130 
Violators  of  public  decency  281 
Counterfeiters  and  forgers  175 


The  only  example  cited  of  a pardon  for  a counterfeiter  was  one  issued 
by  King  Charles  VI,  "the  Demented",  in  Paris  in  September  1408: 
"Pardon  granted  by  the  King  to  Jehan  Beraut,  pewterer,  who  made  molds 
for  the  fabrication  of  blancs  deniers  toumois 3 and  was,  by  the 
baillif  of  Touraine,  condemned  to  be  boiled,  as  counterfeiters  are 
accustomed  to  be." 


When  penalties  were  so  severe  as  they  were  in  medieval  Europe,  one 
wonders  that  the  limited  profit  motive  could  be  so  strong  that 
counterfeiting  continued  to  be  practiced.  Perhaps  a lesson  could 
have  been  learned  from  the  medieval  Chinese,  who  rounded  up  the  most 
skilled  counterfeiters  and  offered  them  highly  paid  jobs  at  the 
imperial  mint. 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


NUMISMATIC  NOTES  - WEIGHTS 


1 dram  = 60  grains  = 
1 dwt  = 24  grains  = 
1 ozT  = 20  dwt 


3.888  grams 
1 .555  grams 
1/12  lb.  Troy 


Grai  n 
Troy  Oz. 
Gram 


Grain 

1 

480 

15.432 


Troy  0z.  Gram 

0.002  0.065 

1 31.104 

0.03215  1 


(Submitted  by  Ron  Herneshen) 


************  *************************************************  ★***•*•** 
JAPANESE  PATTERN  20  WARN 


In  1888  pattern  coins  for  the  Japanese  20,  10,  5 and  1 Warn  pieces 
weres  struck  in  gilt  bronze.  The  dollar  size  20  Warn  is  illustrated. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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"FAUSTA  — HER  LIES  GOT  HER  INTO  HOT  WATER" 


Lee  Grossman , NLG,  San  Antonio , Texas,  USA,  NI  §1707 


FLAVIA  MAXIMA  FAUSTA  was  the  daughter  of  Maximianus  Hercules  and 
Eutropia,  and  the  sister  of  Maxentius.  During  Maximianus ' s third 
reign,  he  realized  how  serious  matters  were  in  the  empire.  Severus, 
Maxentius,  Gallerius  and  Constantine  were  all  either  caesars  or  augu- 
stii  by  adoption,  by  usurpation  or  by  royal  birth.  Maximianus  met 
Constantine  in  Gaul,  and  raised  him  to  the  rank  of  Augustus.  Maxi- 
mianus also  gave  his  daughter,  Fausta,  in  marriage  to  Constantine. 
Constantine  was  already  married,  so  he  had  to  divorce  his  first  wife, 
Minervina,  to  marry  Fausta  in  AD  305.  Constantine  and  Minervina  were 
the  parents  of  a son,  Crispus,  and  Constantine  made  his  handsome  son 
his  Caesar  in  317. 

The  marriage  of  Constantine  and  Fausta  produced  three  sons,  Constantine 
II  (JVNIOR,  born  in  314),  Constantius  II  (317),  and  Constans  (in  320). 

By  the  year  320,  Fausta  noticed  the  growing  popularity  of  her  step-son, 
Crispus,  and  became  insanely  jealous.  His  military  achievements 
brought  praise  from  the  Emperor  Constantine,  as  well  as  the  troops  he 
commanded.  She  realized  that,  as  Caesar,  he  would  inherit  the  throne 
upon  the  death  of  Constantine  I (the  Great),  and  this  became  a threat 
to  the  future  of  her  own  three  sons. 

Fausta  went  to  Constantine  and  falsely  accused  Crispus  of  incestuous 
intentions  upon  her  chastity.  She  also  faked  evidence  of  treason 
against  the  unfortunate  Caesar,  who  was  seized,  imprisoned  and  executed 
on  orders  of  his  father. 

When  Constantine's  mother,  Helena,  (who  later  became  St.  Helena), 
learned  of  the  tragedy,  she  immediately  went  to  her  son  and  told  him 
the  truth:  that  Fausta  had  lied  in  order  that  her  sons  would  inherit 
the  empire  in  the  future  instead  of  her  step-son,  the  Caesar  Crispus. 

Constantine  I became  so  enraged  when  he  learned  the  truth,  that  he 
condemned  his  wife  to  death.  She  was  seized  and  thrown  into  a bath  of 
boiling  water. 

Coinage  of  Fausta  is  hard  to  find.  A Gold  Solidus  is  very  rare,  and  a 
Gold  Double  is  extremely  rare.  A Silver  Hal f-Argentius  is  very  rare. 
Four  different  AE3  (19  mm.)  were  issued.  In  VF  they  range  in  price 
from  moderate  to  expensive. 
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My  coin  of  Fausta  is  an  AE3  or  £3  in  VF,  and  listed  as  Sear  3805.  Its 
obverse  shows  the  draped  bust  of  Fausta,  facing  right.  The  legend 
reads:  FLAV.  MAX.  FAVSTA.AVG  ("Flavia  Maxima  Fausta,  Empress").  The 
reverse  has  a figure  of  a woman  standing,  head  left,  robed  and  veiled, 
suckling  two  infants.  Some  numismatic  experts  identify  the  woman  as 
Fausta,  holding  Constantine  II  and  Constantius  II.  The  lettering  is: 
SPES.  REIPVBLICAE  ("Hope  of  the  Republic").  In  exergue  is  the 
mintmark  R P (Rome  Mint,  first  officinae  (workshop). 

The  above  incident  took  place  prior  to  Constantine  I (the  Great)  con- 
verting to  Christianity,  which  may  leave  one  wondering  if  the  emperor 
would  have  executed  his  son  and  wife,  after  converting.  We  will  never 
know.  And,  is  it  possible  that  if  the  woman  and  two  babies  was  Fausta 
and  her  two  eldest  sons  (it  was  issued  prior  to  320)  ? 

REFERENCES: 

ROMAN  COINS  AND  THEIR  VALUES  - D.  R.  Sear  (Seaby,  London,  1974) 

A DICTIONARY  OF  ROMAN  COINS  — Seth  W.  Stevenson  ( Seaby' s 1982  Reprint 
of  1889  book) 

COINS  OF  GREECE  & ROME  - Volume  One  — R.A.G.  Carson  (Radius  Books  / 
Hutchinson,  1970) 

+ + Volume  II:  Heads  and  Tales  if  125  ===  All  Rights  Reserved 
********************************************************************** 

THE  BEGGAR'S  BADGE 


The  town  of  Alost  in  Belgium  issued  badges  to  beggars  so  that  they 
could  be  regulated.  The  badge  is  of  leather  with  the  Seal  of  the 
City  impressed  upon  it. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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BAR  HEBRAEUS  ON  MONEY 


Extract  submitted  by  R.  J.  Hebert 

And  a man  whose  name  was  Leontius  (emperor  of  the  Eastern  Roman  Empire, 
695-698)  reigned  in  the  year  one  thousand  and  even  of  the  Greeks  (A.D. 
696).  And  in  that  year  the  Amir  of  the  city  of  Gazarta  (Gazaca,  an 
ancient  city  of  Media  Atropatene,  in  the  mountains  SE  of  Lake  Mari  anus 
(modern  Urmia)  and  W of  Zanjan,  the  exact  location  of  which  is  unknown) 
impaled  (or,  crucified)  unjustly  the  nobles,  viz.  Simon  Bar  Nawla  of 
Halugha,  and  Mardansham  and  his  son,  from  Nisi  bis  (modern  Nusaybin,  a 
town  in  Mardin  province,  SE  Turkey). 

One  year  later  (A.D.  697)  the  Arabs  began  to  strike  coins,  dinars 
(gold),  and  zuze  (silver),  and  fulse  (copper),  with  inscriptions  only 
and  without  effigies  (i.e.  portraits).  (The  Umayyad  reformed  coinage 
begins  in  A.H.  79  which  corresponds  to  A.D.  March  20,  698-March  9,  699). 

Taken  from  p.  104,  The  Chronology 
of  Gregory  Abu' l Faraf , the  son  of 
Aaron 3 the  Hebrew  Physician  common- 
ly known  as  Bar  Hebraeus  being  the 
first  part  of  his  political  history 
of  the  world.  Translated  from  the 
Syria  by  Ernest  A.  Wallis  Budge. 
Volume  I.  (London:  Humphrey 

Milford  1932). 

In  the  year  of  the  Greeks  fourteen  hundred  and  fifty-nine  (A.D.  1148) 
they  (the  Franks)  waged  war  against  Constantinople,  because  they  knew 
the  treachery  of  the  Greeks.  Then  King  Manuel  (Manuel  I Comnenus, 

1 1 20? - 1 ISO ) , after  much  gold  which  he  gave  to  them,  swore  that  he  would 
guide  them  without  treachery.  And  straighway  (sic?)  he  deceived  them, 
sending  before  them  guides  who  took  them  into  difficult  mountains 
where  there  was  no  water.  And  when  they  had  remained  in  this  state 
for  five  days  and  had  wandered  about,  their  guides  having  fled,  myriads 
of  them  died  of  thirst,  both  they  and  their  horses.  And  the  Turks 
heard  (of  this),  and  they  rushed  out  on  the  Franks  who  were  scattered 
among  the  mountains,  and  when  they  found  them  in  groups  they  destroyed 
them.  And  the  countries  of  the  Turks  were  filled  with  the  spoils  of 
the  Franks,  and  talents  of  silver  were  sold  as  if  they  were  lead  in 
Melitene.  And  those  of  the  Franks  who  escaped  returned  to  the  sea- 
coast  of  Pontus.  The  Greeks  mixed  lime  with  the  flour  of  wheat  and 
gave  it  to  the  Franks  to  eat  (in  their  bread).  And  whilst  they  were 
eating  company  of  company  fell  down  and  died. 

The  King  of  Germany,  with  three  Counts,  alone  escaped,  and  came  to 
Jerusalem,  and  he  prayed  and  was  blessed  by  the  Holy  Tomb.  And  after 
he  had  rested  a few  days  he  came  against  Damascus  with  ten  thousand 
horsemen  and  sixty  thousand  foot-soldiers.  Now  the  Turks  and  the 
Arabs  were  in  number  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  foot- 
soldiers,  besides  horsemen.  And  the  Franks,  seeing  that  the  Arabs 
and  Turks  though  very  numerous  were  not  formidable,  plucked  up 
courage  and  approached  until  they  pitched  their  camps  by  the  rivers 
and  among  gardens.  Now  Mu' in  (Nur-ad-Din  b.  Zangi , A.H.  541-569  = 

A.D.  1146-1174)  was  the  first  of  the  line  of  Zangids  in  Damascus  and 
then  Aleppo,  the  lord  of  Damascus,  seeing  that  his  hopes  had  already 
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been  cut  off,  sent  secretly  to  the  king  of  Jerusalem  a letter  of 
flattering  words  and  gold,  viz.,  two  hundred  thousand  dinars , all  of 
them  (being)  copper  (or,  brass)  plated  with  Egyptian  gold,  and  he 
sent  likewise  to  the  lord  of  Tiberias  (?)  fifty  thousand  dinars  made 
of  this  adulterated  gold,  which  was  tested  and  discovered  (to  be  base) 
having  gone  into  circulation.  And  this  gold  crumbled  away.  Although 
I have  read  through  five  different  Arabic  manuscripts,  I have  not 
found  this  story  in  them;  it  is  only  the  blessed  Mar  Michael  who 
hath  recorded  it  in  writing. 


Taken  from  page  274  of  Bar  Hebraeus.. 

Now  a certain  Jew,  whose  name  was  Rashid  ad-Dawlah,  had  been  appointed 
to  prepare  food  which  was  suitable  for  Kaijatu  (the  Ilkhanid  Gaykhatu, 
1291-1295  A.D.),  of  every  kind  which  might  be  demanded,  and  whereso- 
ever it  might  be  demanded.  And  thus  this  Jew  stood  up  strongly  in 
this  matter,  and  he  spent  a large  sum  of  his  own  money,  and  he  bought 
myriads  of  sheep  and  oxen,  and  he  appointed  butchers  and  cooks,  and 
he  was  ready  in  a most  wonderful  fashion  on  the  condition  that  in 
every  month  of  days  silver  (or,  money)  should  be  collected  for  the 
Sahib  Diwan,  because  the  treasury  was  empty,  and  it  was  destitute  of 
money,  and  not  even  the  smallest  (coin)  was  to  be  found  therein.  And 
he  wrote  letters  and  sent  (them)  to  the  (various)  countries,  but  the 
Jew  was  unable  to  collect  anything.  And  thus  the  whole  of  his  pos- 
sessions came  to  an  end,  and  he  was  unable  to  stand  in  (i.e.,  continue) 
a work  such  as  he  was  doing,  he  left  and  fled.  And  though  exactions 
(i.e.,  taxings)  were  frequent,  the  Sahib  ad-Diwan  was  worried,  and 
he  was  hard  pressed  to  fulfill  and  to  complete  the  frequent  gifts  of 
the  King  of  Kings.  Now  since  all  the  money  which  was  collected  in 
the  whole  of  the  domain  of  the  Mongols  was  insufficient  for  the  liber- 
ality of  the  Sahib  Diwan,  how  was  it  possible  for  him  to  provide  for 
the  liberality  of  Kaijatu?  Then  he  began  to  think  out  vain  imagin- 
ings— that  he  would  make  new  money;  but  as  his  hand  could  not  lay 
hands  on  the  gold  and  silver  he  rejected  them.  And  he  promulgated  a 
royal  command  that  men  should  no  longer  use  gold  and  silver.  And  he 
made  slips  of  paper  from  papyrus  which  could  be  written  upon,  and  he 
stamped  them  with  a mark  in  red,  and  he  wrote  (on  them)  and  showed 
which  was  for  one  dinar , and  which  for  two,  or  three,  or  four,  or 
five  (dinars),  and  so  on  up  to  ten  dinars.  And  he  called  them  'Shaw' 
(Ch'ao,  one  of  the  Chinese  names  for  their  paper  money).  And  the 
heralds  proclaimed  throughout  the  city,  'Whosoever  buyeth  and  selleth, 
and  taketh  and  giveth  without  (using)  Shaw  shall  die  the  death.  And 
whosoever  hath  in  his  hand  silver,  and  doth  not  carry  it  to  the 
offices  of  the  Government  to  be  stamped  therein  with  (the  word)  Shaw , 
and  giveth  it  up,  and  taketh  (in  exchange)  Shaw  shall  die  the  death.' 

And  thus  men  remained  in  a state  of  great  tribulation  and  indescrib- 
able difficulty  for  a space  of  two  months. 

And  Tabriz,  which  was  the  royal  city  of  the  Mongols,  remained  like  a 
desolate  ruin.  Men  fled  therefrom  and  dispersed  themselves  about 
the  country,  and  only  a very  few  people  were  seen  in  the  streets, 

(or,  bazars).  After  the  prosperity  which  (Tabriz  had  enjoyed)  words 
are  not  able  to  describe  the  famine,  and  scarcity,  and  hardship  which 
arose  therein.  For  men  would  not  consent  to  use  the  contemptible 
slips  of  paper,  and  they  clung  to  the  use  of  money.  And  the  people 
cried  out  against  the  Sahib  Diwan  until  at  length  they  hurled  insults 
and  abuse  at  him  when  they  were  face  to  face  with  him.  And  they  made 
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him  to  hear  jeers  and  scoffs,  and  they  would  not  submit  to  be  convinced 
and  to  hear  his  word.  And  he  remained  stupefied  and  astonished;  to  go 
back  on  his  word  (or,  to  withdraw  it)  would  bring  ignominy  upon  him, 
and  to  carry  out  his  will  he  was  unable.  And  there  was  not  a single 
maker  of  verses  who  did  not  gibe  at  this  act,  and  not  a single  singing 
man  who  did  not  string  together  poems  and  ditties  and  admirable  verses 
(about  it).  And  being  urged  by  those  inside  (the  city)  and  those  out- 
side (it),  the  Sahib  Diwan  issued  another  royal  command,  saying,  'Every 
man  according  to  his  wish  and  according  to  his  inclination.  If  he 
wisheth  for  the  Shaw  let  him  use  it,  and  if  he  wisheth  silver  (let  him 
use  it).  There  is  no  compulsion  for  any  man.'  And  the  King  of  Kings 
also  said,  'We  wish  you  to  have  a comfortable  existence,  and  a quiet 
life,  and  an  abundance  of  good  things,  and  moreover,  we  do  not  wish 
that  everything  which  a man  hath  to  give  should  be  taken  from  him. 

But  let  every  man  use,  according  to  what  (his)  need  is  for  goods  (i.e., 
flocks  and  herds)  and  equipment  (or,  furniture).  In  the  twinkling  of 
an  eye  let  the  slips  of  paper  by  thousands  and  by  tens  of  thousands 
be  sunk  in  the  sea  and  done  away.  And  now  let  every  man  who  is  pleased 
(with  them)  know  that  we  do  put  pressure  on  any  man.'  And  there  was 
great  joy  in  every  country  and  city,  and  the  roads  were  opened  (again), 
for  during  these  two  months  the  merchants  could  not  trade,  and  the 
roads  were  cut,  and  the  khans  (i.e.,  inns)  were  closed,  and  buying 
and  selling  ceased. 

Taken  from  pp.  496-497  of  Bar 

Hebraeus 

****** *************************** *********  **************************** 
THE  SQUARE  LION  TALER 


Westfrisia,  a region  of  Holland,  in  1650  issued  a square  Lion  Taler. 
The  obverse  has  a warrior  holding  the  shield  of  Holland,  while  the 
reverse  has  a lion  rampant.  These  square  type  Talers  are  much  rarer 
than  the  usual  round  ones. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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VIDAL  ON  AL-HASA  AND  ITS  COINS 


At  present,  the  coins  used  in  the  oasis  of  al-Hasa  are  the  same  as 
those  circulated  in  the  rest  of  the  kingdom,  viyals  (and  their  sub- 
divisions), qivsh 3 half  qivsh  and  quarter  qirsh  all  being  used.  The 
Saudi  gold  sovereign  was  soon  accepted  by  most  Hasawi  traders,  although 
during  the  first  months  of  the  new  coin's  circulation  it  was  only 
taken  by  the  larger  dealers.  During  the  early  part  of  this  century, 
however,  the  currency  used  in  al-Hasa  was  a conglomerate  of  coins  of 
different  Origins.  The  largest  unit  was  the  Maria  Theresa  dollar, 
commonly  used  at  the  time  throughout  Arabia.  The  smallest  unit  was 
the  Turkish  five-para  coin.  Between  the  two  were:  Turkish  10,  20 

and  40-para  coins,  and  the  baizah  or  baizah  al-hamvah  of  Muscat, 
which  was  the  equivalent  of  ten  paras.  Furthermore,  Indian  rupees 
were  readily  accepted  by  all  the  big  traders,  who  could  easily  use 
them  particularly  in  their  transactions  with  Bahrain. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  century  a coin  peculiar  to  al-Hasa  was  still 
used  in  the  oasis.  This  was  the  tawildh  or  "long  bit,"  a copper  token 
containing  some  silver,  approximately  one  inch  long  and  .1  inch  thick. 

It  has  the  appearance  of  a piece  of  flattened-out  thick  wire,  that 
has  been  bent  in  the  middle  until  both  ends  touch  with  the  tip  of 
one  of  these  ends  bent  out  a little.  One  of  the  sides  of  the  tawildh 
bears  some  unidentifiable  characters,  said  by  some  to  be  Kufic.  In 
older  days,  silver  (and  some  say  gold)  tawilahs  of  the  same  shape  and 
dimensions  were  also  circulated.  (3)  The  al-Hasa  tawildh  might  be 
derived  from  the  Persian  larin , a silver  coin  of  similar  shape.  (4) 

At  the  end  of  the  last  century  the  Maria  Theresa  dollar  was  wortn  75 
tawilahs ; the  Turks  later  ordered  it  to  be  150  tawilahs.  This  devalu- 
ation made  the  Hasawi s withdraw  the  tawilahs  from  the  market  and  melt 
them  to  use  the  silver  content.  The  silver  tawilahs  had  disappeared 
before  then.  The  coins  introduced  during  the  Turkish  administration 
were  valued  in  al-Hasa  in  terms  of  tawilahs.  The  20-para  coin  was  made 
the  equivalent  of  one  tawilahs  so  that  5,  20  and  40-para  coins  became 
known  as  "quarter  tawildh , " "half  tawildh , " and  "two  tawilahs."  The 
baizah  of  Muscat  was  equated  with  the  "half  tawilah3 " although  its  value 
apparently  fluctuated.  Phil  by  quotes  two  baizdhs  at  three  tawilahs.  (5) 
At  the  time  of  Zwemer's  visit  to  Hofuf,  the  copper  tawildh  was  worth 
half  an  Indian  anna,  and  circulated  freely  in  the  market. (6)  During  the 
same  period,  the  tawilah  was  also  quoted  on  Bahrain  at  half  an  anna,  but 
was  accepted  by  the  local  merchants  only  with  reluctance. 

By  the  mid-twenties  the  copper  tawilahs  had  become  very  difficult  to 
find.  Today  they  are  sold  mostly  to  tourists  at  prices  often  as  high 
as  two  Saudi  viyals  . The  Maria  Theresa  dollar,  which  disappeared 
after  the  introduction  of  the  new  Saudi  riyal , can  still  be  purchased 
in  the  Hofuf  market  although  it  is  not  in  circulation.  The  price  most 
often  quoted  is  two  and  a half  Saudi  viyals. 

The  tawilah  has  remained  in  al-Hasa  as  an  imaginary  currency.  The 
people  of  the  oasis,  especially  the  peasant  folk,  refer  to  the  common 
qivsh  as  "ten  tawilahs ,"  and  to  half  a qivsh  as  "five  tawilahs." 


(3)  Zwemer,  1900,  pp.  115-116,  says  that  the  inscription  on  the 
tawilah  reads:  Muhammad  al-Sa'ud.  He  further  states  that  the 

coin  was  "undoubtedly  made  by  one  of  the  Carmathian  princes  about 
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There  is  no  evidence  at  present  to  support 


(4) 

(5) 

(6) 


the  year  920  A.D " 

Zwemer's  statement. 

Chessman,  1926,  p.  102. 

Phil  by,  1923,  Vol.  I,  p. 

Zwemer,  1900,  loo.  ait. 


7. 


From  F.  S.  Vidal,  The  Oasis  of 
al-Hasa.  Arabian  American  Oil 
Company.  Local  Government  Relations 
Arabian  Research  Division  1955. 
pp.  175-177. 

(Submitted  by  R.  J.  Hubert) 

**********************************************^*********************** 


TO  CLIP  OR  NOT  TO  CLIP? 

Samuel  Hughes , NI  #2135 

Prior  to  the  introduction  of  milled  coinage  the  custom  of  clipping 
precious  metal  coins  was  widespread  in  Europe.  It  was  particularly 
rampant  in  southern  Italy  during  the  early  1600s.  Coins  were  often 
so  severely  clipped  that  only  the  king's  head  or  face  remained.  This 
was  the  situation  that  confronted  Francesco  Bibbia  de  Catanzaro  when 
he  became  Philip  IV's  mintmaster  at  Naples  in  1622. 

In  an  attempt  to  discourage  clipping  Bibbia 
introduced  a Carl i no  (a  silver  coin  of  about 
20mm.  in  diameter,  equal  to  a 10  Grani ) of 
experimental  design.  The  coin's  obverse  had 
an  outer  border  marked  "G.10"  (10  Grani)  and 
an  inner  border  marked  "G.V."(5  Grani).  The 
concept  was  if  the  outer  border  was  clipped 
away  then  the  coin  would  automatically  become 
reduced  in  value  by  50%.  Since  the  removal 
of  only  a small  amount  of  silver  would  cause 
the  devaluation,  Bibbia  reasoned  clipping  would  cease  because  now  there 
would  be  no  financial  incentive.  However,  this  unique  experiment  must 
not  have  been  a success  because  the  Naples  Mint  resumed  issuing  tradit- 
ional single  denomination  coins  in  just  a couple  of  years. 

All  of  Bibbia 's  experimental  coins  bear  his  initials  "F"  or  "FB"  on 
the  reverse.  Most  are  undated  but  one  variety  has  a tiny  date  "1623" 
under  the  bust  of  Philip  IV.  Although  the  legends  may  vary,  the  de- 
sign generally  is  as  follows: 

Obv.:  PHILIP. IIII .REX.  - Bust  right. 

Rev.:  HILSPANIAR.VTR.SICILIAE . - With  a crowned  shield. 

References:  Mario  Rasile,  "Le  Monete  de  Napoli  dei  Filippi",  La 

Numismatica _,  Anno  XVII  N.II,  Nov.  1986. 

Munzen  und  Medaillen  AG.,  "Monete  della  Sicilia  e del ' - 
Italia  Meridionale,  auction  catalog  datedMarchll,  1987. 
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BOOK  NEWS 


IAPN  1989  Book  Prize  Awarded 

The  Honorary  Book  Prize  of  the  IAPN  (International  Association  of  Pro- 
fessional Numismatists)  for  1989  was  awarded  during  the  General  Assembly 
held  in  Monte  Carlo  to  Denis  R.  Cooper,  The  Art  and  Craft  of  Coin  Making: 
A History  of  Minting  Technology  (Spink  & Son  London,  1989). 

For  the  rules  of  the  IAPN  Book  Prize  please  write  to:  Hans  Voegtli, 

c/o  MUnzen  und  Medaillen  AG,  P.  0.  Box  3647,  CH-4002  Basle/Switzerland. 

****** ********** ****** ************************************************ 
BRITISH  INDIA  HISTORICAL  MEDALS  - NUMBER  894.1 

Robert  P.  Puddester,  Hong  Kong,  NI  # 1536 

LORD  & LADY  ELGIN  - PRESENTATION  MEDAL 
by  A.  Wyon 


OBV:  Busts  of  Lord  & Lady  Elgin,  left.  Around  border:  THE  EARL  OF 

ELGIN  G.M.S.I . G.M.I.E.  VICEROY  OF  INDIA.  THE  COUNTESS  OF  ELGIN. 
1894. 

REV:  Coat  of  Arms  of  Lord  Elgin.  Around  border:  PRESENTED.  BY.  HIS. 

EXCELLENCY.  THE.  GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

Edge:  Plain  Diameter:  51.3mm  Metal:  AR  AE 

Lord  Elgin  was  Governor-General  and  Viceroy  of  India  from  January  1894 
to  January  1899.  Lord  Elgin's  term  as  Viceroy  was  a rather  stressful 
one.  One  problem  seemed  to  follow  another  with  amazing  rapidity.  Not 
only  the  usual  military  operations  such  as  Manipur  and  Chitral  but  a 
general  uprising  on  the  North  West  Frontier  involving  the  Swatis, 
Bunerwals,  Patans,  Mohamand,  Afridis  and  Orakzais.  Then  there  was  the 
Plague  in  Bombay  in  1896  which  spread  throughout  India;  the  northern 
Indian  famine  in  1897;  the  earthquake  in  the  Himalayan  region,  all 
aggravated  by  the  continued  decline  in  the  value  of  silver  and  the  de- 
preciation of  the  rupee.  The  Indian  government  made  its  payments  to 
London  in  gold  but  received  its  income  in  silver.  Lord  Elgin  was 
partly  responsible  for  the  implementation  of  the  gold  standard  in 


BOOK  REVIEWS 


PAPER  MONEY  OF  SOUTH  VIETNAM  ( 1955-1975 ),  by  Nguyen  Van  Phung.  Pub- 
lished by  Toddy  & Honeywell,  Inc.,  Great  Neck,  New  York,  1988.  118pp, 

hardcover,  ISBN  0-89962-599-1. 

This  book  was  written  by  the  former  Vietnamese  Army  aviator  who  now 
lives  in  Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  His  name  is  Nguyen  Van  Phung,  and 
it  is  pronounced  "win  van  fung".  In  Viet  Nam  the  family  name  is 
first,  then  the  middle  name,  and  the  first  name  is  last. 

This  book  is  the  first  serious  and  complete  description  of  every  piece 
of  legal  tender  paper  money  of  the  Republic  of  Viet  Nam  from  its  in- 
dependence from  the  French  in  1955  to  it  capitulation  to  the  Democratic 
Republic  of  Viet  Nam  in  1975. 

The  additional  section  of  illustrations  and  descriptions  of  the  speci- 
men notes  is  almost  complete.  These  specimens  rarely  appear  on  deal- 
ers' price  lists  and  almost  never  in  the  numismatic  press.  Other  sig- 
nificant additions  are  the  illustrations  of  the  overstamped  notes  used 
by  the  Communist  POW's.  The  one  POW  overstamp  that  has  been  published 
was  used  in  the  Saigon  area,  but  the  new  one  is  a discovery  piece  that 
could  have  been  used  in  one  or  more  POW  camps  around  the  country. 

There  are  no  values  in  this  book,  but  the  background  information  and 
illustrations  are  well  worth  the  price.  It  should  be  in  the  library 
of  any  collector  of  world  paper  money,  and  especially  the  collectors 
of  Vietnamese  paper  money.  The  price  is  $12.95  and  it  is  available 
postpaid  at  that  price  from  paper  money  dealer  Len  Harsel , P.  0.  Box 
2301  , Springfield,  VA  22152. 

Reviewed  by  Howard  A.  Daniel  III 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★•A:*  ★★  ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★  ★★★★★★★★★ 

RARE  TALERS  OF  TRANSYLVANIA 


In  1627  the  city  of  Kronstadt  (Caschau)  in  Transylvania  struck  these 
rare  square  Talers. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Howard  A.  Daniel  III,  P.  0.  Box  626,  Dunn  Loring,  VA  22027-0626  USA: 
WANTED:  The  following  cash-style  coins  of  Viet  Nam  with  reference 

numbers  from  Toda  and  Craig  (as  in  Krause):  T1 , 2,  5,  11,  12,  20,  21, 

22,  23,  37,  38,  50,  51,  53,  64  & 54,  and  C192.1,  192.2,  203,  271  & 

281.  I can  provide  other  reference  numbers  on  request. 

********************************************************************* 
ROYAL  BEASTS  (1953) 


Lion 

- England 

Black  bull 

- Clarence 

White  lion 

- Mortimer 

Yale 

- Beaufort 

White  greyhound 

- Richmond 

Red  dragon 

- Wales 

Uni  corn 

- Scotland 

White  horse 

- Hanover 

(Submitted  by  Ron  Herneshen) 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


NECESSITY  CROWN 


When  the  Dutch  of  Amsterdam  were  under  siege  by  the  armies  of  Louis  XIV 
of  France,  they  struck  this  square  necessity  crown  of  1673. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher ) 
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